C 3 6H32Fe 2 Si, triclinic, PI (no. 2), a = 6.521(2) A, b = 12.012(4) A, c = 18.024(4) A, a = 94.13(2)°, P = 96.64(2)°, y = 98.92(3)°, V= 1379.6 A 3 , Z= 2, R e t(F) = 0.044, wRobsfF 2 ) = 0.123, T= 213 K.
Source of material
The title compound was prepared by lithiation of ferroceno[l,2]-indene in tetrahydrofuran and addition of dichlorodimethylsilane [1] . Suitable crystals were grown by slow evaporation of a solution in diethyl ether.
Discussion
The bidentate ligand crystallized in the centrosymmetric space group PI with one molecule displaying (R,^-configuration at C17 and C20, and the second molecule exhibiting (5,5)-stereochemistry. The ferrocene units are nearly eclipsed. The C17 and C20 atoms are slightly tilted out of the respective ring planes towards the Si bridge. The C18-Sil-C19 angle is 111.8(2)°. 
